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Descriptive Inventory 
 
MSS 370 MUHLENBERG County, Kentucky Union of the American Society of Equity 
 
1 box.  6 folders.  38 items.  1905-1917.  Originals 
 
2011.2.40 
 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL HISTORY 
 
 The American Society of Equity was an American agricultural cooperative founded in 
1902, which aimed to organize farmers as a "Third Power" in the United States, able to compete 
with capital and organized labor on equal terms. The ASE inspired the creation of many farmers' 
cooperatives still in existence. Equity forces often became involved in politics.  The Muhlenberg 
County chapter was organized on 28 July 1905 at Central City, Kentucky.  The organization’s 
chief purpose was to set “equitable prices on farm products….and employ that power 
collectively in making and maintaining uniform and steady prices during the year.”  Although the 
national ASE was interested in all farm crops, the Muhlenberg Union was only interested in 
tobacco.  The society held erratic meetings as needed, but strived to meet quarterly.  Meeting 
attendees could expect information about the tobacco crop in the county as well as the group’s 
pooling attempts and pricing information.  Occasionally they would also have a political or expert 
agricultural speaker. 
 The reasons for the demise of the Muhlenberg Union are not clear, but it is a good 
possibility that the effects of World War I caused the group to disband.  The Union was not as 
controversial as other collective bargaining groups that were formed to deal with tobacco pricing 
in western Kentucky.  The strength of this union is manifested in the fact that the Kentucky State 
Union, organized in 1912, held its first meeting in Greenville, Muhlenberg County, Kentucky on 
10 April 1906. 
 
 
COLLECTION NOTES  
 
 This collection contains minutes, financial records, and a tobacco grading book for the 
period from 1905 to 1917.  Miscellaneous items, such as a printed constitution and by-laws for 
both the Muhlenberg Union and the Kentucky State Union are contained in Folder 2 as well as 
some printed forms, stationery, and a broadside from 1911 discussing tobacco pooling plans for 
that market year. Minute books are contained in Folders 3 & 4; financial account books, chiefly 
listing dues tendered by local unions, is found in Folder 5.  The tobacco grading notebook 
located in Folder 6 was compiled by F.M. Miller of Earls, Kentucky in 1916. 
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SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1 Muhlenberg County, Kentucky Union  1905-1917  38 items 
  Of the American Society of Equity 
          
Folder 1 Inventory         2 items 
 
Folder 2 Correspondence, forms, checks, etc.  1911-1916  29 items 
  2a  Official handbooks (2 copies)   1912 
 
Folder 3 Minute books:     1905-1908  2 items 
1.  28 July 1905 – 4 January 1907 
2. 4 April 1907 – 3 April 1908 
 
Folder 4 Minutes books:     1908-1917  3 items 
1.  1 July 1908 – 7 October 1910 
2. 1 January 1911 – 3 October 1912 
3. 2 January 1913 – 6 April 1917 
 
Folder 5 Account books:     1906-1917  2 items 
1.  Money received from various county 
Unions, 1 January 1906 – 1 July 1908 
2.  Financial record, 1 July 1908 –  
1 January 1917 
 
Folder 6 Tobacco grade book of F. M. Miller,  1916   1 item 
  Earls, Kentucky 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 
MSS MUHLENBERG County, Kentucky              1905-1917 
370  Union of the American Society of 
  Equity 
 
  Minute books, account books and organizational 
 papers of the Muhlenberg Union of the American Society 
 of Equity, a farmers collective bargaining organization. 
 Also includes constitution and by-laws, stationery, 
 and other printed ephemera associated with the 
 organization.  The Muhlenberg Union was organized 
 on 28 July 1905. 
  1 box.  6 folders.  38 items.  Originals. 
  2011.2.40    
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SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
American Society of Equity – Relating to 
Cooperative societies – Muhlenberg County 
Farmers – Muhlenberg County 
Farmers’ groups – Muhlenberg County 
Farms and farming – Muhlenberg County 
Cooperatives – Muhlenberg County 
Kentucky State Union of the American Society of Equity     F2 
Miller, F. M.     F6 
Stanley, Augustus Owsley, 1867-1958 – Comments about, 1905     F3 
Tobacco – Cooperative marketing – Relating to 
United Mine Workers of America – Mentioned     F3 
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